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2 Cor. I3- IL. | 
Final Brethren, farewell; Be perfeS&, be of good 
ort ;be of one minde-; live in peace, and the} 


Gel ROTO 26 nom ſhall be —_— ; 
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TOTHEREADER. 
Chriſtian Reader. 


$2S2HD4D Heſe two enſuing Sermons, 
TN) [Sex being taken by the careful 
| LS hand of aready Writer, and 
WeY a very good friend of the 
FLS Revereyd Authors, to pre- 
vent abuſe by imperfett Co- 

pies (which we hear are coming forth) they 
are expoſed to publick view ; and if we 
may eftimate them by the worth of the Au- 
thor, and ſeaſonableneſs of the ſubjet, we 
cannot imagine but that they will be much 
valued when they come abroad , ſeeing they 
are not only his laſt words, but in that they 


preſent .to all men ſuch a pattern of peace, as 
| the 


The Epiſtle, &c. | 
the God of peace, and the nece/iity of fol 7 
lowing peace with all men, 7 4 way of} þ 
holineſs , witkout which no man ſhall ſeg 
God. We need not mention the vaſt diffe. 
rence betwixt hearing and reading, or the. 
Iuftre loſt in Printing which words had in de. 
lroering neither how neatly they might have 
been cloathed if ſent abroad by the Author, 
all that we ſhall ſay, is, thou haſt then. in ſuch | 
adreſs as they were tlad-with in their fiſt \ 
delivery: and be they read with as good af- 
feltion, as they were preached , and hear, 
through the Spirits aſaſtance will not prove 
as a Tal letter. . 


Farewell, 
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Heb. 13. 20, 2]. 


| Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead 
} ' our Lord eſus , that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
f through the bloud of the everlaſting Covenant, make 
. Jou perfe@ in every good work to do his will, workin 

1 #inyouthat which is wel-pleaſing in his fight, throgck 


ik... £3 > 


| Jeſus Chriſt : To whone be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


= T would give light to theſe words, if 
you conſider the ſcope and delign of 
the Apoſtle in this Epiſtle to the.He- 
brews, the ſum of which is, He writes 
to them, that he might animate their 
ſpirits againſt ps from the Do- 
Frine of the Goſpel, they were liable tothis upon a 


- double account : (1) Partly in reſpect of thoſe Per- 
T /ſecxtions to which they were expoſed 3. for: the Fews 
F werefilled with a bruitiſh zeal for the Ceremonies of 
the Levitical Law, and expreſt the greateſt rancour 


Þ 2gaiuſt thoſe, who left a6/ec to follow Chriſt. This 


15 


(2) 
is the Reaſon why the Apoſtle lays down ſo many 
preſervatives againſt their revolting from Religion; 
andhe ſpends one part of this Epiſtle in a molt pa. | 
fionate exhortation to perſeverance, and doth inthe 
tenth Chapter infinuate himſelf into them ; You 
have clenady taſted the firſt-fruits of affliction, ver, 
34. Tou 400k Joyfully the ſpoyling of your goods , know- 
ing in your ſelves, that you have in Heaven a better, 
and anenduring ſubſtance. Thisis that temper that 
Martyrs, have expreſt , who have not only parted 
with their goods,but with their /zves for the Goſpel; 
When they came to the Stake, they would not (0 
muchas ſhed a tear to quench.thoſe flames, where- 
in they ſhould aſcend to'God as in a fiery Chariot, 
Tou'took joyfully the ſpoiling of your goo1s., knowing 
in your ſelves, that you have a better and an endu- 
ring ſubſtance. Thus he inlinuates himſelf, by re- 
pretenting what they had done , to - encourage 
them to'perſeverance; and partly he forrifies them 
againſt +."5.19 au » by thoſe terrible judgments 
which he threatned againſt Revolters , as you may 
read, chap. 6, & 7. (2) As they Fere liable $6this 
Apoſtacy upon the account of PeFecutson , fo up 
on'the account. of the unſertledneſs and inſtability 
of their own ſpirits. There were ſeveral of thoſe 
who had -given up their names to Chriſt , who did 
compare the Ceremonies of the Law with the puri- 
ty 6tthe Goſpel: Now the Apoſtle,to ſecure them 
from'this mixture , his great deſign is to repreſent 
the vanity and infe&iveneſs of all the Ceremonial 
Law , *and to expreſs and prove the vertye and et- 
Keacy of theLord Jeſus his death , which was the 
ſubſtance of'all the ſhadows. And this takes up one 
great part of his diſcourſe with them. Now 


—_—— 
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(3) 
. Now in theſe two verſes he ſums up, by way of 
Recapitulation , all that which he.had diſcourſed 
of at large 3 and in themyou may obſerve thefetwo 
things : | bu 27.0 : 
7 rt) A Deſcription of God , tg whom he ad- 
dreiles this prayer. | 

; (2) The Subſtance of the prayer it ſelf, _. 
The Deſcriptian of Gad , that he amplifies by 
theſe: two things: (1) From the, Attributes and 
Qualities of God, (it I may ſo expreſs.it,) New (laith 
he) the God of peace, (2 From the-etfccs of his 
power and love, That breaught' az ain, from the. dead 
or Lord' Faſus , that great Sheghqard af | the , Sheep, 
And theſe Titles, they are not hereſetdown'to, ar 
dorn his diſcourſe, meerly as an ornament ,. but 


they have all a peculiar eficacy., as to the obtaining 


of the requeſt which here he makes fqr them. _ 

I ſhall begin with the firſt ;, ghe+ Deſcriptian. of 
Ged, from that Attribute. ( Now. tbe God of pegra) 
The Title that is uſed in the 014 Teſtament fre- 


- quently is this, [The Lord of Hoſts] but jin the New 


heiscalled, The:God of peace.: iT here were. darker 
repreſentations ofthe mercy and, lovegf God they, 
the'more ful diſcoveries of his grace. were reſerved 
til the coming of Chriſt : Thejr diſcoveries under 
the Old Teſtament were but as the Day-ſtar, which 
ulber'd inthe Sur of Righteonſpeſ. Now this Title 


ofthe God of peace unparts:two: things. - - " 
(1). That he is the Auther of pegce , and; 
works 1t. 


(2) That he loves and delights in Peace. 
Firſt , That he is the Author of itz: And, if you 
confider Peace in all its aries aud. kinds; RY 2 
| 2 rut 


- 


4 
fruit of God , and that which deſcends from him, 
(1). Peace in Nature is the harmony that is between 
all the parts of the world , the union that is he. 
tween the diſ-agreeing Elements,this is from God; 

for without him , the whole Creation would pre. 
ſently diſband, and return to its firſt Chaos of con. 
fuſion. ( 2 )) Civil Peace, which 1s among the Saci. 
eties of men 3 that which is ſo amiable and lovely, 
and which needs no other foil to commend it, and 
ſetoff its luſtre,than the miſeries of Wars this Peace 
comes from God alſo : When there 1s a ſubjecion. 
to juſt Laws, this is from God. Every raſh hand js | 
able to make a wound , orcaſt a fire-brand ; but it 
Is 6nly the God of Peacethat is ableto heal breaches, 
to allay thoſe ſtorms that are ina Nation. You 
know.,thoſe ſhowers which render the earth fruitful, 
deſcendfrom Heaven, from God 3 ſo all the coun- 
ſels of peace deſcend from above : The fiery exha- 
lations aſcend from the earth, counſels of war and 
diſturbance. proceed from the deviliſh hearts 
of men, Or( 23) If you conſider that Ratio- 
al Peace, which is in the ſpirits of men, 7. e. when 
the underſtanding exercifes a coercion and reſtraint 
over our licentious appetites, when all our inferior 
Faculties are under the Empire and condudt of Reas 
fon; this proceeds alſo from God : For, fince thefall, 
there is a great deal of tumult, many riots and 
diſorders in the ſoul of a man. Reafo hates a bad 
Gnidesz and our A4ppetites, thoſe are evil inſtruments, 
and do many times hurry Reaſon from its regular 
actings. But (4) much more, it you conſider Spiri- 
tual peace, that peace dothnot only import an agree- 


ment of a man within himſelf, but the agreement af 
the 


— 


(5) 

the Soul with God. This is the fruit of the Spirits 
and it js onely God that is able to convey this peace 
to us. And _ a particular account this Title is 
given to him, .-by way of eminency and propriety 3 
as, 

(1) He is alone able to allow and diſpence this 
peace tous ; for, all our ſins are injuries committed 
againſt him, againſt his Crown and Dignity ; all the 
Arreſts of once are made inthename of God, 
and therefure it is only he that can ſpeak peace. As 
in the Czvil State, itisan Act of Supremacy togive 
a pardon; only he that can condemn isable to ſpeak 
a pardon , fo, it is that God that isour Jndge, pro- 
voked and incenſed by us, he that hath a judicial 
power to caſt body and ſoul into hell-fire, is alone 
ableto ſpeak peace, and paſs a Pardon for us in the 
Court of Heaven : and this is experienced by a 
wounded ſpirits it is juſt with ſuch a perſon as it is 
with a MalefaFor, who ſtands condemned at the 
Bar, he cannot receive encouragement from any of - 
his Spectators, til the Judge ſpeak peaceto him - 
So, if an Angel from heaven ſhould come and ſpeak 
toa wounded Spirit, it were impoſkble, unleſs God 
did order, command, and diſpence it, thatthe ſpirit 
ſhould receive any peace , becauſe our fins areim- 
mediately committed againſt him. 

(2) He is alone able to reveal and diſcover it. 
There is nothing harder inthe world, than to calm 
and quiet a diſturbed conſcience, it muſt be the fame 
power that makes light to ſpring out of darkneſs,that 
muſt cauſe a cheerful ſerenity in a dark and diſcon- 
ſohate ſoul, Iknow there is nothing more eaſte than 
that falſe pegce which is ſo OY weny ; 

3 or 
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BI ' 
for the moſt amongſt us cheat them(elves with pre- 
ſumption, inſtead of peace with God, and ſecxrity in- 
ſtead of peace with conſcience: but that peace which 
is ſolid and true can only be revealed by God him- 
ſelf. We have aninſtance of this in David, (Pſal, 
51, although Nathan had told him from God, Thy 
fin is pardoned ; yetnotwithſtanding he faith, Make 
thou me to hear joy and gladneſs,that the bones which 
thou haſt broken may rejoyce; Heſtil addrefleshim- 
ſelf to God, that he would cauſe him to hear the 
voice of pardon and reconciliation, for his ſoul could 
not be quiet by the voice of the Prophet, There 
is ſo much infidelity in the ſoul of a man , that 
when he comes to take a view of his fins 1n-all their 
bloudy aggravations , only the Spirit of God him» 
ſelf is able to allay the terrors of the conlcience: 
And this he doth by an overpowering light , when 
he doth in an imperative and commanding manner 
filence all the doubts of the ſoul, and eſtabliſh it 
in peace with God. Certainly he that ſhall but 
confider the terrors, the faintings , the paleneſs of 
a wound:d conſcience, when you ſhall ſee a perſon 
diſ-reliſh all the things of the world upon thisae- 
count, Fearing left God 3s his enemy > when all diſ- 
courſes that are addreſſed to him are ineffeftual, 
and but like warm cloath to a dead carcaſe , can- 
not inſpire any heat into him. Oh! this ſhews,on- 
ly God is able to reveal peace. So Job, If be hide 
his face,wh@ is able to be at peace ? There needs no 
other fury to complete the miſery of a man, than 
his own accuſing conſcienee, Conſcience is a verier 
devil than the devil himſelf , and able more to tor- 
ment and laſh the creature. Therefore, if that be 

| Once 


© 
he 


(75 


onceawakened , 'tis only God, to whoſe tribunal 
conſcience is liable, which is able to ſpeak peace 
tothe ſoul. Now you ſee in what reſpe&this Title, 
[ The pn 1rd. 1s attributed to him, as he is the 
Author and worker of it. 

2. As he loves and delights in peace. This isthat 
which is ſo pleaſing to him, that he adopts thoſe in- 
to the line of Heaven who are Peace-makers , for 
they ſball be called the Children of God , Mat. 5. 6. 
T his characterizes perſons to be his children, to be 
ally'd to him. God, heonly delights in the refle&i- 
on of his own Image; for thoſe things that we ad- 
mire inthe world, and delight in, do not affect his 
heart : Hedelights not in the ſtrength of the horſe \, he 
taketh not pleaſure in the legs of a man. The Lord 
taketh pleaſure in them that fear him , in thoſe that 
hope in his mercy, Nothing attracts his eye and 
heart, but his own ſemrelitude and reſemblance z and 
therefore, where he ſees peaceable diſpoſitions, this 
is that which indears the ſoulto htm , and makes it 
amiable in his eyes. You may judge of his delight 
in peace by this, it1s that grace which in an eſpecial 
manner prepares ais for communion with hjm 3 for, 
wecannever really honour nor enjoy him, -unleſs 
we bring to him thoſe diſpoſitions, which (if I may 
ſo ſpeak) are in himſelf, And therefore it is no won= 
der that thoſe have little peace of conſcience , who 
make ſo little conſcience of peace. You know, when 
God appeared to Fliah, he did not appear in the 
Storm, nor in the Fire, but in the ſmall ſtill voice, 
and when Eliſha was tranſported with anger, he 
was fain toallay that paſſion by Muſick, that fo he 


might be prepared for the holy motions of the $ _ 
- e 
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(8) | 
he call'd 'for an Inſtrument, and then the Spirit 
moved in him. I bring itfor this end, to ſhety, how 
God delights in peace, and he will only maintain 
communion with thoſe that areof calm and peace- 
able ſpirits. So much way as we giveto raſh anger, 
ſo much proportionably do, we let in the Devil, 
and caſt out the God of peace. 

Now, the reaſon why this Title is given to God 
is upon a double account, partly with reſpect to 
the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, which made 
peace between God and us partly with reſpe&t 


to the Covenant it ſelf , which 1s founded in that - 


Blood. 

(1) In reſpect of the Blood of the Everlaſting 
Covenant. For, it was the blood of Chriſt that hath 
ſprinkled Gods Throne , and made peace in hea- 
ven. You ſhall rea\l therefore, when Chriſt came 
into the world, 'tis {aid (Lzke 2. 14.) that the hea- 
venly Hoſt appeared and ſang, Glory to God in the 
higheſt, on earth peace, &*c. Since the Fal, God and 
man are enemies, there is a reciprocal enmity be- 
tween God and Man, God hates the Creature as 
it is unhgly, and man hates God ,as heis juſt, the 
avenger of lin, the Author of the Law: Now, Chriſt 
was the Umpire that compoſed this difference, he 
was God and Marin one perſon, and ſo being ally'd 
to both, he was a fit perſon toreconcile both. He 
was (as Pls ſpeaks) a Days-marn between us. He 
hath paid every farthing that was due : for he did 


not compound with God, but paid the utmoſt that _ 


was due to him. Heitis that hath reconciled us to 
God by the power of his Spirit , in changing and 
renewing our natures andcreating in us thoſe diſ- 

< poſitions 
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(9) 
ofttions which arelike to God. ; fo that 'his Bloud 
1 the foundation of this peace. And now, God ap- 
pears to us, notasaconfuming fire, but'4s a refreſh- 
ing light , full ofcalmneſs , ſerenety and peace to- 
wards ns. Chriſt he brought more honour to God 
by his obedience, than we brought diſhonour by 
our tranſ{greſlion;z and therefore without any injury 
toGod , he might be at peace withus. You know, 
all-our ({ins:were but the atts of frite creatures, and 
only in finite in regard of the obje# againſt whom 
they were committed.But the Bloyd of Chriſt was of 
infinite value in regard of the Swubjed&# ; for, he was 
God;and the inviching union ofthe Deity conveyed 
 ſyetiyvalueand:worthto hits Blofid , that he was able 
toappeaſe God,, and not only to free us from con-' 
 demnation, but to make us the favourites of God. 
Weare not only pardoned, -but preferr'd upon the 

account of his Bloud. 
.(2} He.is the God of peace , as with reſpet to 
theBloud of Chriſt, which is the-purchaſe of peace; 
ſo-with refpect to the Covenant which is made be- 
tween God and us (through. the blowd. of the ever- 
laſting, Covenant) T here-are- three forts of  Cove+ 
»4nts amongit men; ſome are-Covenants of Friend- 
ſip and Amity, ſome are Covenants of Trade and 
Commerce , and ſome are* Covenants of Aj/rſtance 
and Help, Mow all thefequalifications meex in this 
Coyenant , which is made between God and:Bette> 
vers :Ttis a Covenant of Pezce and Friendſhip; for 
now , we ſtand upon / tearms- of amiry with God, 
Thoſe who were: ſtrangers and enemies, are now re» 
conciled. And there#is between God and us:per- 
' feft peace-,, there is a League (as the-Scripture 
—_— C ſpeaks) 


(10) 
ſpeaks between God and the Creature, Itis a Co- 
venant of Trade, there is now a way opened to Hea- 
ven, we may now aſcend to God in duties of holi- 
neſs, and God deſcend to. us by the excitations of 
his grace, and influences of joy. And tis a Cove- 
nant of aſſeſtance, for he promiſes not only to yive 
us the rewardof the Covenant, but to ſecure unto 
us the Condition 3 he promiſes to cnable us to dif- 
charge the conditions of Faith and Repentance. 
Now upon this account, of that Covenant which 
is founded in the blood of Chriſt, he isthe God of 
peaceto his people. | 

[1 Uſe] Is by way of Convitzer. This may dif- 
cover to us how diſtant their temper is from God, 
who are enemies to gnuen : We unman our felyes, 
we unchriſtian our ſelves, ſo far as we are oppoſite 
to this bleſſed temper 'of peace. Certainly, as di- 
{turbed water cannot make any refle&tion unto us 
of that face that looks intoit, ſo when our Spirits 
are diſturbed by animoſities , exaſperations heats 
and diviſions, *tis impoflible for us to ſee the Image 
of God,as he is the Gad of peace. And certainly, 
there isno more doleful confideration in the m——_ 
than this, That Mar, whom God made a ſociable 
creature, who hath all the engagments and endear- 
ments laid upon him, which may cauſe him to live 
in peace and gentleneſs towards thoſe who are of 
the ſame nature with him, yet that in fierceneſs 
our heats ſhould exceed thoſe of the moſt ſalvage 
ereatures, Man comes into the world naked, and 
altogether unarmed, as if he were deſigned far the 
PiFure of peace 5 but could you _ into the 
hearts 0 


men, you would find there ſuch tumults, 
| diviſions, 


—- 


(1) 
diviſions, ſuch ſeeds of eamity againſt their fellow - 
creatures , that Tigres anid Lions are calm and 
xeaceable in compariſon of them.- Now, how is 
this diſtant from the temper of the God of peace? 
'Tis very ſtrange to confider, that when promiles 
are made to bury all differences , as rubbiſh under 
the foundation , that neverthele(s the great work 
of many perſons ſhould be, only to revive thoſe 
former animolities , to make thoſe exaſperations 
freſh and keen upon their own fpirits : bur is this 
to imitate the God of Peace? Theſe, to promote 
diviſions and diſturbances amongſt us, cloaththeir 
enemies with the Livery of ſhame and reproach , 
that ſo they may be baited by their fury 3 that 
make 1t their deſign to repreſent that party, which 
they think is diſſonant from them , with the moſt 
odious appearances, (you know this is the old Art) - 
and thoſe ſhowers of calumnies which are in the 
world , they uſually precede the form of perſecu- 
tion, The devil was firſt a Liar, and then a Aſrr- 
therer; and thoſe who are of his ſeed , they fol- 
low his Art. In the primitive times, all the Perſe- 
cutions of the Heathens aroſe from the reproaches 
of Chriſtians; ſo it is now. It is an caſte thing to 
blaſt the name of thoſe perſons, who are defign'd 
for ruine. But if the contending Parties would 
conſider, (if I may call one Party contending which 
is only liable to Penalties, and is reſolved to bear 
them patiently) how ##/ikethis is to that God of 
peace , me-thinks it ſhould allay the rancour that 
1s in mens ſpirits , and make an attonement be- 


tween all the differcnces that 18 amongſt them. 
C 2 (2) If 


(12) 

(2) If only peace come from God, you may 

from hence take a trial of that peace that is within 
you, (for hitherto 1 have been only diſcourling of 
Civil peace) whether it be the effect of this God of 
peace. T know nothing more common in the world 
than preſamption;" there is a falſe peace, which doth 
not arife from the knowledge of a mans happineſ, 
but from the ignorance of bis miſery : Peace, which 
is only like a Torch to ſhine in the night , or like 
Players , that glitter only by Torch-light ; ſo isthe 
falſe peace men cheriſh in their boſom, meerly up- 
on this account , becauſe they do not bring their 
fouls to the light of the Word , * they never had it 
from this God of peace; becauſe, 

(1) God never ſpeaks peace to a ſoul , but in 

the way of holineſs and obedience: And therefore 
you ſhall find 'tis the counſel of the Scripture, As- 
quaint thy ſelf with God, and be at peace. Qur peace 
is found- in the way- of duty : and there are none- 
who are more bleſſed with the peace of conſcience, 
than thoſe who with 'the greateſt fervour,frequen- 
cy, and delight , maintain communion with God in 
holy Duties : For, as frien dſhip among men is che- 
riſhed and preſerved by viſits and converſations, ſo, 
our peace with God is preſerved by thoſe viſits we 
make to Heaven in prayer. | | 

(2) That peace that comes from God , al- 
waies cauſes in usa war with fin ; for God's Cove- 
nant with us is Offenſive and Defenſive, and there- 

fore it is impoſſible any perſon ſhould have true and 

ſolid peace, that waking tranquility of ſoul , 
which is the reward of holineſs and obedience, that 
entertains fin'z for eyery ſin thou doſt wilfully 
commit, 


ww 


(13) 
commit, 'tis an act of hoſtility againſt God, 'tis that 
which makes him thy enemy, and makes thee an e- 
nemy to him. As Jehu ſaid, What peace, ſo long as 
the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her witch- 
crafts are ſo many ? So, what peace can there be, 
ſo lony as thou doſt indulge thy felt infin , and 
makeit thy buſineſs tograiihie thy outward ſenſes, 
though it be to the ditpleaſure of God? "Tis the 
greateſt inercy in the world to rob ſuch perſons 
of their peace, and todiſcover tothem their dan- 
gerz they are only capable of trae peace, by the 
knowledge ob that which is falſe. T herefore briog 
yourſelves to this trial , whether or no doth that 
peace which now you pleaſe your ſelves in, cauſe 
in you an eternal hatred of fin? doth it {et you 
ata diſtance from your moſt belyved luſts > Then 
it is that peace» that ſprings from God. The 
greateſt part of the world are in a ſtate of war 
with God , though they do not feel the effects of 
that war. True indeed, God doth not always 
draw the ſword , either of Famine, Peſtilence, or 
War, againſt a Nation, and yet they may be act- 
ing in a moſt hoſtile way againſt God: So fora 
perſon, God may not blaſt thy eſtate; or ſend dil- 
caſes upon thy perſon , or raiſe a tumult in thy 
conſcience, and make a conſpiracy of thy thoughts 
and paſſions againſt thy peace : thou maiſt be quiet 
within , and yet have war with God, becauſe, as 
in the world, there may be a Trxce , when there 
ISho Peace , the War may (till continue , though 
there be a Truce between two Princes : or rather 
there is not a T ruce between'God and the ſinner , 
C3 but, 
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but, asa Town that is beſieged for many days, miay 
not feel the battery of their enemy , becauſe he jg 
undermining them to blow them up at once; fg 
God doth not many times makehis battery againſt 
fnners, but he isundermining them, toy the fall 
at the laſt will be dreadful, if there be not a com- 
poſition, | 

[Uſe 2.] By way of Exhortation ; Let me pref; 
you all to follow peace, it is a duty which the 
Goſpelenjoyns with the greateſt vehemency, with 
the greateſt force of words and expreſſions. The 
Apoſtle, when he is to ſeal up his affection to them, 
he dothit with that prayer, (2 Theſ/. 3. 16) Nowthe 
God of peace himſelf give yon peace always, by all 
means; What ſtrange expreſſions ! Firſt, he gives 
you here the Title of the God of peace, and Ws 
he ſaith , [ Himſeſf ] The God of peace himſelf. 
There's a great deal of force inthat word; Peaceis 
ſo excellent a bleſſing, and there is ſuch an abhor- 
rency in our corrupt nature to it, that it isonly 
the Lord himſelf that is able to effet it : As if the 
Apoſtle had ſaid, The Lord muſt bow the Heavens, 
he muſt come down himſelf to create peace amon 
you 3 and to expreſs the greater vehemency of his 
defire, he faith, Give you peace always, by all means, 
So another Scripture , purſue peace, Follow peatt 
with all men, a word that nmports our parſvit after 
it, though it r#z from us. T hisis the hralnetd tes 
nor of the Goſpel, and this becomes you as Chrifſti- 
ans. When Chriſt came to purchaſe our peace , he 
came asa Lamb, an Innocent and meck creature , 
Behold the Lemb of God. When the holy Spirit 
deſcended to (ſeal the priviledge of peace to us, he 


deſcended 


——T 
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(15) » 


' deſcended in theform of a Dove ; a gaul-leſs crea- 


ture in whom there is norancor nor bitterneſs. What 
aſtrong engagement ſhould this be upon all of us, 


. to purſue and promote peace? And for your encou» 


ragement conſider, 

(1) That in the times of the Goſpel all the promi- 
ſes, do as It wereempty themſelves into this bleſſing, 
the blefling of peace. Thus 7/4. 11.6. you ſhall find 
there a gracious promiſe, reſpecting thetimes of the 
Goſpel,The Wolf alſo ſhall dwell withthe Lamb,and 
the Leopard ſhall lie down with the Kid , and the Calf, 
and the young Lion and the Fatling together, and a 
little child ſhall lead them: and the Cow and the Bear 


ſhall Feed ; their young ones ſhall lie down together, 


and. the Lion ſhall eat. ſtraw like the Oxe. That 
whith I obſerve from thence is this, that God here 
promiſes to cauſe. an univerſal peace and unity. un- 
der the Goſpel, though it be as difficult as to per- 
ſwade the molt diſagreeing natures to a peaceable 
cohabitation. For here the Scripture inſtances in 
thoſe Creatures, between which there. is the moſt 
natural, and therefore the moſt fierce animoſities. 
The Lord will reconcile men, though their differen- 
cesbenever ſo great. Whatis toohard for the God 
of peace to effet ? Is not God of infinite power, of 
infinite love? then it ſhould quicken us to purſue 
peace. (1) By prayer.to him, - becauſe he is able to 
effect it ; certainly that God that was able to brin 

Orderintothe World, when it was a meer lump a. 
maſs of Confufion, isableto bring peaceand to unite 
our ſpirits. And it is obſervable, the greater our 
differences and divifiens are, the more will the power 


of this God appear in reconciling them. *Tis ſaid bs 
the 


.C16) 
thePlalms;that God's Throne ts in darkneſs, i. e. Hig 
ways of providence are-very dithcult tor us torace 
and find out » and therefore when our D1viſtons are 
at the-higheſt, hes able-by one-word to allay the 
ſtorm. . T his ſhould encourage us1n prayer. Thisis 
thecourſeot God to glorife himſelf, by putting a 
{top tothe greateſt-T roubles,whennearett tous, and 
to woxk out one contrary by another. To give you 
ſome Inſtances, that ſo we may,encourage our Faith, 
and quickenour Prayer to God tor this blefling.Con- 
ſider how {till God hath.made difficulties the way for 
enjoyment ; forTnltance , The. promiſes that Sarah 
_ ſhouldbeithe Mother of-a:Child ; but he madexyay 
forithat,by hex dead womb : for all that numerous 
, Progeny, which like the-Stars of the Sky deſcended 
from her. T hat he firſt maimed Jacob, and thenfgave 
him the bleſling, He brought Foſeph from thePriſon 
toa Princely Pallace. Firſt David was haraſled with 
troubles, and then his head was deck'd with thelm- 
perial Crown. , So if you look into the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, who,would have thought that a few Fiſbermes 
{ſhould have advanced-:the Empire of Chritt in the 
World ;\ had you lived to haye leen thoſe deſpicable 
beginnings, , _ when a few unlearned: men were.the 
Heraulds and Preachers of Chriſt, how. would:this 
have cauſed you to fail and fink. in your ſpizits? 
and yet the Goſpel hath; been preached: iy aHthe 
parts.of , the World, and that by a few F ifhermen; 
TheProvidences of God are.like,thoſe plated Pictures 
it you look one way upon them, there is the appea- 
rance of aSerpent 3 if you look an the other fide, 
there;s the appearanceot an Angel. So here, many 
times God 1s pleaſed'to {atter;exaſperations .to:g0 
very 
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very high, that ſo his power may appear more e- 
minent in the compoſure of them. He it is that ena- 
bles the faith of his people to draw water out of the 
Rock, when the Fountain is dry : that makes meat 
to come out of the Eater, (asin Sampſor's Riddle) 
that is able to bring a peaceable harmony out of 
devouring differences: and therefore it ſhould quic- 
ken our prayers to him, 

(2.) To make us more ſerious in our endeavours 
after peace. Confider, what a diſhonour it is tothe 
Goſpel ; that thoſe that profeſs themſelves Sons of 
the ſame God, Members of the ſame Chriſt, Temples 
ofthe ſame Spirit;zſhould beat deadly jars one with 
another. l[t is ſtrange & unnatural that Lilies ſhould 
prove thorns toone another : that thoſe whoare 
Saints in pretence,(ſhould be Devils im practice to one 
another : that Gods Diamonds ſhould cut one ano- 
therzthis is very ſtrange, yet thus it is. But how eſpe- 
cially,it is moſt ſad,when Religion which ſhould re- 
ſtrain and bridle our paſſions,is made fuel and inſen- 
tives of them : How far diſtant isit from the counſel 
af the Apoſtle, Row. 14.10, where he ſpeaks concern- 
ing their lefler differences, Oe values one day above 
another, another efteems every day alike, what's his 
counſel? he ſpeaks as a perſon that was fill'd with 
bowels and compaſſion : Oh, ſaith he , let not him 
that doth not eſteem the day judge him that doth; 
For we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat 
4 Chriſt , there we ſhall appear all upon a level, 

and upon equal ground, and receive our final 
doom from him : This therefore ſhould calm our 
ſpirits, Why may there not be ſome differen- 

ces in judgment , JR un af a Z 

or 
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for it is as impoſlible that all judgments ſhould be 
of the ſame extent, as all our faces to be of the ſame 
colour and figure. Therefore confider what an in- 
Jury it is to our profeſſion, how doth it obfcure the 
the glory of God, and luſtreof ourReligion ? 

- ( 3) Doth not the pxblick enemy rejoyce over 
us, I meanthe Papifts ? do they not warm them- 
ſelves at the ſparks of our diviſions : for you'know 
the old Maxim of Divide and Reign : Therefore it 
ſhould compoſe our ſpirits, and quicken us to la» 
bour after union. Ummortifid Iuſts are thence, 
whenceall Wars and enmitiesfprings in the world, 
The Apoſtle Part, when he would compoſe their 
differences, he'doth not lay downRules to decide 
their coutroverſies, but corrects their ſecret paſh- 
ons, pride, ſelf-ſeeking, revenge, &c: this-being 
the ſeed of all diſturbances in the Church : And 
although theſe luſts may not be conſpicuous and 
viſible to the eyes of men, yet they are certainly the 
fuel of our diſtempers. 

The ſum of all 1s this 3 Thoſe that have the Spi- 
ritof God, they cannot but mourn.and be ſenſi- 
ble  oftheſe diviſions. I know a great part among 
us are unconcern'd : ſome rejoyce,thole that are ra- 
ther buried in the affairs of the world and incum- 


bred with much buſineſs, or thoſe that are ſteeped - 


in the pleafures of ſenſe, are altogether unaffected 
with theſe things, and ſtand as Newters, dif-re- 
garding all events : Bur the Saints of God cannot 

t mourn over them, when our diviſions hinder 
the'progrefs of the Goſpel, and are ſerviceable to 
nothing but'to t he Kingdom of darkneſs. There- 
fore-I befeech you , let what hath been _ 


. quicken 
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quicken you in.your prayers to God, to pray far 
the peace of Jeruſalem , (that's the leaſt effe& of 
ourloveand delires after peace) and by all endea- 
vours tolabour to bring back peace to us , that we 
may ſee that Prophefie . fulfilled in our time , that 
the Lord ſhall be one, and his Name one antongit us. 


SERMONIL 


Heb. 13. 20, 21, 


Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Feſws , that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the bloud of the everlaſting Covenant, make 
'y0x perfe@ in every c00d work to do his will, working 
in you that which is wel-pleaſing in his fight, through 
Jeſus Chriſt : To whone be glory for cver and ever. 
Amen. | | 


_—* Apoſtle deſcribes God by the effe&#s #f his 
| power and love, | That brought again from the 
dead our Lord Feſus| The Reſurrection of Chriſt 
from the dead is one of the moſt tranſcendent teſti- 
monies of God's love and power towards us. 

(1) Of his Love 3 becauſe as the Arger of God 
wasthat which crucif'd our Saviour, ſo on the con- 
trary, it muſt be his Love that ſhould raiſe and re- 
ſtore him. Chriſt, when he died, helooked upon 
God as an Enemy , as a Judge, and asthoſe Co- 
lours which we ſee conveyed to us are anſwertble 
to the Medium through which we ſee them 3 ors 
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if we look through a coloured glaſs, we ſee the ob- 
ject of that colour : Sothe Lord Jeſus, when he was 
upon the Croſs, looked upon God throngh the black 
cloud of our (ins, .and through the red cloud of his 
Father's wrath, and ſo died asa ſacrifice to Divine 
Juſtice. But when he was raiſed from the grave, 
that was the teſtimony of God's love to him, and of 
his love to us 3 forhe died as our Swrety, he was ar- 
reſtedfor our debt , he was caſt into the Grave asin- 
to a Priſon : But by his Reſarre@ion he wasredeem- 
ed from Priſon and Judgment. And therefore you 
ſhall find, when Chriſt was riſen, he ſalutes his Diſ- 
ciples with this, Peace be unto you, ( Luk. 24.31.) 
T here was the dawning of peace at the Incarnation 
of Chriſt, for then the Angels ſung,Peace #pox earth; 
but the compleat Sun-ſhine of peace was at his Ae- - 
ſurreFion, whenhe had made full and compleat (a- 
tisfation to God's Juſtice; for this was a clearing of 
him before all the world, when God rais'd him 
from the grave. And in this reſpect it was very a- 
greeable for the Apoſtle to ſay, The God of Peace, 
that brought again from the dead our Lord Feſus. 

(2) It was the eftet of 7»finite Power. You know, 
"tis naturally impoſſible for a dead body to quicken 
it ſelf, to revive ;z but for the Lord Jeſus, who had 
the load of the fins of all the Ele& upon him, who 
was, a$it were, ſecured in the grave by God's Ju- 
ſtice and Power, for him to riſe again : This muſt be 
an effett of 1finite Power in the = God. This 
railing of Chriſt, ſometimes 'tisattributed to the Sox, 
being God equal with the Father 3 but here 'tis attri- 
buted to God: And therefore, when the Scripture 
would ſpeak with the greateſt ' magnificence ws 

the 
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the Power of God, tt expreſles it thus, That Power 
which raiſed Jeſas Chriſt from the dead. When Chrik 
wrought deliverance- for the loſt world,(all thoſe 
who were committed to his charge) This-could be 
no leſs than the work ofan Infinite Power. And up- 
on this account alſo it is very proportionable to 
the deſign of the Apoſtle ; forthat Prayerhe makes 
to God is for that, which only can be accompliſhed 
by Infinite Love, and infinite Tower, i.e. to make 
the Chriſtian Hebrews perfe@® ir every good wask to 
de his will. 

I come to a further deſcription. He that brought 
again from the dead| our Lord Feſus,}] The Title of 
the Lord Jeſus was unly given to our Saviour after 
his Reſurrefion 5 he was called Lord before, and 
Jeſas before; but theſe two Titles were never uni- 
ted til after his reſurre@ion 53 They came. to ſee the 
place where the body of the Lord Jeſus lay; the reaſon 
was this , Becauſe the Reſurrection of Chriſt was a 
ſolemn Proclamation to the world, that Chriſt was 
the Son of God; tis true, this Title was given him 
immediately upon his Conception, but it was never 
compleatly declared to the world, til after his Re- 
ſurretion; for before, Chriſt was a Prince in diſ- 
guiſe, the beams of his Divinity was abated by the 
vailof his Hamanity;z but then he was declared by 
powerto be the Son of God. 

It follows. [ That great Shepheard of the Sheep.] 
For the opening of this, \ 

1) We will conſider this Title of Chriſt. 
( 2.)Theperſon for whom this Title relates. 

Firſt, This Title , [ The great Shepheard ] 'Tisa 
wonderful condeſcention in Chrift, that he will take 

| D 3 , upon 
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upon him the” Title of a'Shepheard, that. whichra. 
ther expreſſes Love and Care, than Power and Dg- 
minion5yetheis pleaſed toafſumethis Title to ex. 
preſs his 'affetyon/ to. us, ' *For the' opening of it, 
wherein he appears tobe the great Shepheard, ſhall 
lay down thele particulars. 14 | 

(1) He is:great in the Dignity of his Perſon; fot 
he that & Lord of Angels, +is become the Shepheard 
of the ſheep; and the humiliation of his Perſon in this 
reſp, is the'exaltation of his Office : It is looked 
upon in the world asa mean and low employment, 
to have the careand inſpection of a Flock ; butnow 
herein appears the love of Chriſt , he was pleaſed 
to-become our''Shepheard , that ſo he might ſecure 
and bring us to the Fold of Heaven,and there make 
usto feed upon thoſe Paſtures , and to drink. of 


. thoſe Rivers of pleaſurs which flow from the pre- 


ſence of God: - 
(2 )In the derivation of his Authority ; that Aus 
thority which is communicated to him, whereby 
he is our SheÞheard, and that 1s originally from | 
God himſelf; it is not by any mediate deputation, 
but from God himſelf. He is our Shepheard, aud 
hath 4 Titletohis Flock upon a double account: 
(1 ) Theyare committed to him as his Char ge atid 
cuſtody, ( Job. 6.37, &*c. ) All the Elect of the 
World were given by God the Father to Chriſt,not 
by way of Alien#tion, but by way of Opigneration, 
as ſo many pledges which he was to bring to grace 
and ' giory 5 and this Charge he doth moſt fully 
execute, for there is none miſſing of thoſe commit- 
ted -to.him, (2) They arc given to him by wa 
of Reward and Recompeiice, ' for all his Blood 
- ; an 
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and Sufferings, (7/a. 53. 10.) The Lord Jeſus pur 
ſuch a value on ſouls, that he purchaſed an intereſt 
m them by :his owrt blood 5 and he thinks himſelf 
exceedingly recompenced ' for all his. Pains onthe 
Crols, Agonies in the Garden, Temptations in the 
Wilderneſs, &c. if ſouls will ſubmit to his care. 
And here obſerve the courſe of. Heaven, God 
would endear ſouls to Chriſt wpon all reaſons, by 
yertue of his command, and that charge he gives to 
them,-and by vertue of his own purchaſe. - 
(3) If you conſider the extent of his care and af- 
fe@ion, for all the Saints of the world, thoſe who 
are diſperſed in all places, in all Ages, they are all 
his Flock 3 and therefore 'tis the Royalty of his Ad- 
miniſtration, ( Fob. 10, 16.) There ſhall be one Fold, 
and one Shepheard. As Chriſt is the only Catholick, 
King, (o he is the only Univerſal Bifbopy for all 0+ 
ther ſhepheards have but particular portions-of his 
Flock committed to their:chargez and they ſhould 
be ſuch portions as they have regard to, and are un- 
der their inſpe@ion.. . And at the laſt day, all his 
ſheep ſhall congregate together , an4iſtand at. his 
right hand. :: All the Saints of 'God-that' are now 
ſcattered, :as ſo many: Stars in the Firmament; ſhall 
betnited in: one-Conſtellation, when they ſhall ap- 
pearin glory. before him. 0 + xa 6 
(4) Inrefpet:of his endowments and/qualificas 
cations, which 'fit'him: for: the difcharge of;his Ot- 
hce. - And | ft 
(1) Fake notice of his affetion and love'toas, 
andthat is the wonder. of heaveri agd earth}, :(Ghri/t 
laid down his: life for his foeep, (Foh:1101 11:) 'Phis 
ſtrange ;/' that Chriſt ſhould be ai {prep For the 
| ſlaughter, 
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ſlaughter, that he might become our Shepheard); that 
he ſhould be a Sacrifice, before he could take this 
office upon him : Other Sheep lay dowa their lives 
forthe Shepheard, but Chriſt laid down his life for 
the Sheep. Sogreat was his love, that it brought him 
from Heaven to ſeek and find thoſe that were loſt ; he 
left a Palaceto come to a Wilderneſs ; a Throne of 
Heaven, to come ts a Fold here upon Earth. We 
read of Devid,that he exchanged a Shezep-hook for a 
Scepter; but Chriſt quite contrary , he chang'd a 
Scepter for the Rod and Staff of a Shepheard. It was 
ſaid by one, There is nothing ſo conſpicuous in Chriſt 
as the prodigality of his love to us. Oh! do but con- 
ſider how great love that was, that ſbould makehim 
to die for us, 'that he _ bring us home to his 
Fold. We were all of us like errizg Sheep, who had 
ſtraid fromhim, and fell to the Lord of the ſoil as 
ſtrange Cattel : we were gotten into the poſſeſſion 
of the god of this world; the Lord Chriſt would buy 
us off from thence : though we forfeited our right in 
him, yet he would not loſe his right im ws , but he 
laid down his:life that” he might reduce us tohis 
Fold ; that of Wolves he might makeus Lambs, and 
fit us forthe comforts of his preſence. | 
(2) In reſpe& of his exa@ diligence and inſpetion 
over them : When but one ſheep went aſtray from 
his Fold; we read, he left the ninety and nine, and 
went and-ſought for that Oe, Lak. 15. where we 
have that Parable, to expreſs the diligence and 
watrchfulneſs of Chriſt over his ſheep. There is no 
erſ@n, be heneyegr ſo mean;never fo obſcure,though 
oft:in the number and account of the world; ifhe 
one of Chriſt's ſheep, heis always under his inf) jailed 
| an 
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and watchftulneſs, Weread of the High-Prieſt,that he 
carried the names of the Tribes upon his Breaſt-plate, 
the Lord Chriſt carriesthe names of all his ſheep in his 
Heart; therefore, Rev. 13. ſpeaking concerning the 
Saints, all that dwel upon carth,whoſe names arewrit 
in the book of life. His diligence and care is ſo exact, 
that he hath all their names writ in his Book : He that 
telsthe ſtars, counts their hairs, and alwaies exerciſes 
the moſt watchfull providence over them for good. 
You know ſheep are either liable to rage, or erring 
and wandring; Chriſt's diligence is ſuch, that he 

rotects them from the rage of Satan, reduces them 
Gow all their wandring , and brings them home to 


himſelf, 


(3) In making proportionable all their ſervices and 
ſufferings to thoſe degrees of ſtrength which he gives to 
them, [(a.40.11. He ſhall feed his flock like a ſhepherd, 


he ſhall gather the lambs with his arms,and carry thene 


. in his boſom,and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with 


young. Chriſt alwaies makes a proportion between 
the ſervices, ſufferings and ſtrength he cals them to. 
He it is that with that tenderneſs fpeaksto Peter,Peter 
loveſt thou me? feed my lambs, He hath provided for 
them the moſt ample & molt ſatisfying nouriſhment, 
the Ordinances of the Goſpe), the Word, the Pro- 
miſes, which are the Breaſts of Conſolation 3” theſe 
are all provided by him for his People. And in this 
reſpe(t he is the great Shepherd , for he doth not 
onely allow them means, but bleſſes the means to 
them : he is able to enlighten the dark mind, and he 
can make pliable the ſtubborn will, and he can ſpi- 
rituallize droffie affetions , which all other fhep- 


heards inthe world are not able to effect. 
(4) He 
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(4) Heis the great Shepheard, if you conſider his 
power to preſerve them from danger 3 not only thoſe 
dangers which reſpect Satan, (tor that fell under his 
care befare) but thoſe diſeaſes to which they are li- 
able, which threaten ruine : Other Shepheards poſ- 
ſibly may cure diſeaſes, but not defend them from 
danger. Chriſt it is that gives eternal life to his ſheep, 
he begins the /ife of holineſs, which though at preſent 
is but asa ſpark in the Sea, yet he keeps it alive till 
it ſhall break forth into a triumphant flame. T hat 
life that is encompaſſed with ſo many enemies, and 
liable to ſo many weakneſſes, the Lord Jeſus will 
bring forth judgment tovidory, and will make them 
to be powerful over ſpiritual and eternal enemies, 

Theſum is this: The Lord Chriſt is ſo perfect a 
Shepheard, ſo complete, as to all the qualifications 
of that office, that the Prophet David breaks forth 
into exultation, (Pſal. 23.) The Lord is my Shepheard, 
&*c. and then afterwards exprelles all thoſe pro- 
viſions which are made for him by God as a Shep- 
heard, He makes me tolie down in green Paſtures, he 
leadeth me beſide tbe ſtill waters. $0 that you ſee, 
Chriſt, whether for diligence, love, tenderneſs, for 
preſerving us from danger , for ſecuring us to life 
eternal, heis only thegreat Shepheard; heis the God 
of ſhepheards, as well as the God of (heep, and all 
other ſhepheards are but inferior to him , and muſt 
beaccountable to him for the ſouls of his ſheep, which 
are more valuable than all the world. 

It follows, The great Shepheard\ of the ſheep. I ſhall 
not ſpend any time in making any reſemblance be- 
tween the people of God and the ſheep : only, 

(1) They are ſheep in reſpe& of their ——_—_ 

ou 


(27) 
You know, of all creatures the ſheep are vnarmed3 
other creatures,either they are armed with ſtrength, 
or {kin,or {wittneſs, to guard themſelves, and oftend 
others; but the ſheep hath neither the ſtreng thof the 
L7on, the craft of the Fox, ſwiftneſs of the Deer,and 
of all creatures 1s moſt weak,inoffenfive,and moſt Ii- 
ab!-19 dangers & 1njuries., Ofall perſons, Gods peo- 
ple 112 molt liable to danger, and when out of Chritſts 
protection, the weakeſt perſons in the world. 

-{pect of their Aeeknreſs. A ſheepisan em- 
þ1-21 07 meekneſs, that's their temper, and therein 
1y 119111te Chriſt, who hath propounded himſelf 


trobcthoirpattern, Learn of me, for I am meek and 
/ovlz; both theſequalities are expreſt by the Pro- 
pher.{27/.71.)whereſpeaking concerning the times 
ofthe Golne!,taith, The L amb ſhall lie down with the 
Wolf, now, where the Prophet expreſlestheir ſafety, 


| there he expreiles their innocency and meekneſs. This 
is the reaſon why the Prophet faith, For thy ſake we 
are killed al! the daylong, we are acconnted as ſheep 
for the ſlaughter : becauie ofall creatures molt liable 
to injuries, that which doth leaſt reſent them : And, 
where everthe grace of Chri(t comes;it ſweetens the 
moſt cruel nature,and poliſhes the moſt rough diſpo- 
ſition, & makes them to be like Chriſft,merk & lowly. 

3. In regard of their profitableneſ; for of all crea- 
tures, they are moſt profitable, the food, as ro their 
fleſh, the cloth, as to their fleece. And the-people of 
God, however they areexpoſed to the contempts and 
injuries of the world,they arethe moſt profitable, tor, 
were it not for them , the whole frame of Nature 
would fall into pieces,the Stars wouldfall like leaves 


in Autumn, and all the Elements would - fall into 
| E 2 confufions 
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(28) 
confuſion; we ſee it by one Lot, who kept ſhowers 
of fire & brimſtone from falling on Sodomtil he was 
got out of it. And ir is the people of God, for whom 
this frame of nature iscontinued, & when they are 
brought into the fold of Chrift, the Juſtice of God 
will havea ſolemn triumph overallthe world. ; 
(4) As they ate liable to wandring : Sheep are wan- 
dring creatures,and when ſtrayed,not able to reduce 
themſelves. And inthis reſpect the people of God 
are ſheep, they have a thouſand allurements to draw 
them from the ways of God z and if God ſhou'd not 
gnidethem by his eye, 'tis impoſſible they ſhould go 
in the way that leads to heaven, Theretor: David 
ſaith, 7 have gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep, ſeek thy ſer- 
vant,Pſal.tig.176. Thisthall futhce to make the Pa- 
rallel & Reſemblanceof the people of God & ſheep. 
The ſecond Argument is this, T hat he hath delign'd 
Chriſt to be the Shepheard of the Church, The great 
Shepheard of the ſheep ; this is another Argument and 
evidence that he is reconciled to us, & that he is the 
God of peace: For when God gave Chriſt to be our 
Sacrifice,& raiſed him uptc be our Shepheard,theſe 
are the moſt clear teſtimonies of his love : For, al- 
though Chrift now ſits in heaven,and a/ the Angelo 
God worſhip him, yet he doth not diſdainto exerciſe 
the ſame care,and to expreſs the ſame love to his peo- 
ple,that he did when he was upon earth. All the Of» 
ces of Chriſt expreſs Gods love tous, for he feeds us 
as 2 Prophet, died for us asa Prieſt, governs and de- 
fends'us as he is King and all theſe meet together 
in this Title, feeding of us, dyiny for us, detending 
of us ; as he was God he loved us, as he was Man 
he died for us. This doth expreſs the effects of his 
two 


(29) 
two Natures inthis Title, and therefore an admira- 
bleevidence that God is at peace with us. 

It follows, [ Through the blond of the everlaſting 
Covenant. | I he bloud of Chriſt is that which cements 
God and us together : For you muſt remember, our 
original peace with God was broken, that peace we 
have with him now is called Reconciliation; it is as 
a broken bone, which, well ſet, is ſtronger than be- 
fore, becauſe nature conveys molt liberal ſupplies to 
the weakeſt part : ſo now, being reconciled to God 
through the bloud of his Son, we (tand upon ſurer 
terms with him than we didin Innocency : T he b/oo4 
of Chriſt {peaks better things for us, than all our ſes 
peak againſt us, it ſpeaks peace to our ſouls, and 
that in heaven purchaſed by his death. Chriſt died 
as a Teſt ator, and bequeathed to the Church a Lega- 
cy of peace; he lives as the Executor of that Cove- 
nant , and now in heaven conveys to us that bleſ- 
ſing of peace, which he bequeath'd in his death. And 
as our peace was founded in his Blood , ſo it is con- 
ſerv'd by his Tzterceſſion 3 he appears in the Court 
of Heaven as vur Embaſlador, to make up all thoſe 
differences which fall out between God and us: 
for you know , Amity and Friendſhip. is kept be- 
tween Foreign States , by their Reſidents and A- 
gents that are kept in their ſeveral Courts 3 fo, we 
have an Agent in the Court of Heaven, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that was raiſed from the dead : And, 
as a Believer falls into ſin, which is a breach of peace 
between God and us , ſo that peaco is made up 
by the Exerciſe of Repentance on our part, and 
by ſpriakling of Chriſt's blood upon us on Gods 
part, The renewed exerciſe of Repentance , 
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and application of Chriſt's blood , preſerves that 
peacc that is between God and Believers, And (to 
ſum up the force of the Argument) when we had 
fallen from God,and it did not conhift with the Ma- 
jJeſty of God to make peace with us without ſatis- 
fation,then was he pleaſed to pay our Ranfom out 
of his own Treaſury, and redeem us by the blood 
of his Son, ſo that all his. Attributes might ſhine 
forth in their luſtre, and glory in our Salvation,and 
thatupon ſure terms we might be able to challenge 
an intereſt in his favour and love. 

It follows, Through the blood of the | Everlaſting 
Covenant.] Its call'd an Everlaſting Coverant in ty 
reſpects. 

(1) In oppoſition to the 014 Covenant . which 
was made with 44amin Innocency ; but thar © 
nant which ſecures to us the reward of th xt //fe e/er- 
nal, did not ſecure to us the Condition. thr was 
perfed obedience: And inreference to this 2d Cove- 
nant, ſometimes the Goſpel is called a New Covenant, 
ſometimes a Better Covenant, becauſe it ſupplies all 
weakneſs in the firſt Covenant ; not as if the Lawof 
God was weak or faulty in reſpec of it ſelf, torthe 
Law 1s holy, j»ſt and good, but weak in reſpect of us; 
forit is impoſſible that that Coverant,by the breach 
of which ſinand death came into us, ſhould reconcile 
us to God, and appeaſe his anger ; and therefore God 
contrived another Covenant for us, a Covenant in 
the Goſpel, that was made with us in Chriſt,and this 
15 called an Everlaſting Covenant, becauſe it remains 
for ever,the tenor of it ſhall not be chang'd ; for,the 
firſt Covenant is only abrogated & made null, while 
fruſtrated as to the intent it was firſt given, 2) 

| 2 ) Its 


(31) 
(2) Its call'd an everlaſting Covenant,asit brings to 
thoſe that are parties 1n it an everlaſting glory : So 
the Lord Jeſus his blood is called an everlaſting Re- 
dempbion, for it ranſoms the ſouls of men trom that 
eternal death to which they were liable, and gives 
them a title to everlaſting life; for this Covenant 
which now God hath made with us, it not only ſe- 
cures the Reward, but the Conditions to which the 
reward is made; for God laith, 1 will plant my fear 
in your hearts, that you ſhall not depart from me. 

F have now gone over the Title, and that inorder 
tothe Prayer, which follows,| Make you perfe@ to do 
his will, working in you that which is well pleaſing in 
his ſight, | the general ſumofit isthis, That God of 
peace, whois reconciled to us in his Son, as he 1s the 
Father of merciestous,ſohe is the fonntain of holineſs 
tousz and in this reſpect we can only expect from 
him the treaſwres of grace, as he is the God of peace, 
for God, as he is our Judge, diſpences to ſinners no- 
thing but revenge 3 there is nothing to be expected 
but the curſe of his Law, the execution of that Sen- 
rence of death from him. For although the world 
deſpiſc holineſs as a baſe & contemptible thing,they 
ker be ungracionus than inglorioxs in theeys 
of men, and upon this account they are affraid to be 
holy, leaſt they ſhould be the publick ſcorn & con- 
tempt of the place wherein they live : although ho- 
lineſs is of fo low a price in the world, yetin Hea- 
ven, next to God, Chriſt, and the Spirit, Holineſs 1s 
the moſt rich Jewel, That, God can beſtow upon us, 
and therefore we muſt firſt look upon him as the God 
of peace, before we can beg any grace fromhim.And 
this is the reaſon why the Apoſtle repreſents a 
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by theſe Ticles,tha 5 rageithe Heb 
to - hog rg = grant"this requeſt, 'W; 
Chriſt died: for us, ikwas not his deſign only to'q 
out conſciences, but'to.quicken our ſouls ; 'nobg 
' to free us-from damnation, but fromthe dominal 
of fin : And therefore you ſhall: find theſe twgh 
Joyned-together, (Tit. 2. 14.) Who gave hinsſelf 
u+, that he might redeem us from dll-iniqurty., 
purifie unto himſelf a pecutiay people, zealous af 
works.:T he death of Chriſt, as there was a vals 
It: to;purchaſe Gods favour, ſo there wasa vert 
it toreſtore tous God's Image, And the giecount 
his dying for usit is , that we muſt expe@theſs 
degree of graceand holineſs from God. Andth 
the reaſon why the Apoſtle prefaces this, Now! 
God of peace, &c. "4 
I know you expectT ſhould ſay ſomething, "a 
my non-conformity. I ſhall only ſay thus much, 
neither fancy, faction, nor humor that makes my 
to.comply, but meerly for fear of offending G 
And ifafter the beſt means uſed for my Illumjnatid 
as prayer to God, diſcourſe, ſtudy, I am not able 
be ſatisfi'd concerning the-lawfulneſs of what 8! 
uired; ifit be my unhappineſs to be in an-err 
urely Mea willhaveno reaſon to.be angry withs 
inthis world, and I hope God will pardon me iw 
next. a 


FINIS. 


